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lessly to enforce Greek forms—Greek chants, Greek vest-
ments, Greek texts—upon the Church. After the appalling
devastation of the 'Time of Troubles' the movement which
had begun as a reform, initiated through the preaching of
the parochial clergy, became with Nikon a crusade of violence
against the treasured inheritance of the centuries. 'I am a
Russian', was his confession, 'but my faith is Greek.* In the
sixteenth century the traditional shape of Russian life in
State and Church had been formulated in the Stoglai) (at
the Council of the Hundred Chapters) and of life in the
family in the Domostroi, itself framed on a Byzantine model,
and now that statement was challenged, and the issue of that
challenge was the Great Schism. The Schism meant the
destruction of the unity of the Russian civilization of the
Middle Age based upon a Byzantine tradition; in the heroic
grandeur of the resistance of the Old Believers there is
demonstrated how deeply that tradition had taken root.
And it is a singular good fortune that the modern student
can re-live that tragedy in the autobiography of Awakum
(c. 1620—82) the one great literary masterpiece which has
been bequeathed to us by early Russia.
Without any previous politic explanation of his action
Nikon issued an order which spread dismay through the
Church: instead of making the sign of the Cross with two
fingers it was to be made with three; instead of a double
Alleluia a triple Alleluia was to be sung. Both practices had
been pronounced heretical by the Council of the Hundred
Chapters (1551). The faithful met together and took coun-
sel: 'It was as if winter was of a mind to come; our hearts
froze, our limbs shook.' The order aroused widespread
resistance: the body of the 'Old Believers* was formed, and
against them Nikon waged a bitter persecution. 'Wife*, asks
Awakum, 'what must I do ? The winter of heresy is at the
door. Am I to speak or to hold my peace ?' Her answer was:
'Christ is strong and He will not abandon us* Get thee gone,
get thee gone to Church, Petrovich, Unmask the whore of
Heresy/ Superficially it may seem an insufficient change
to justify the splitting of a Church in two. But it is easy to
overlook the significance of the physical act in worship: it is
the habitual physical act which awakes the response of the

